
            RECENT BUZZ …

"Omar Torrez, who kept his utterly delightful nastiness buried previously, started ‘All the World is Green’ with a dexterous Spanish guitar intro." ~ Billboard
" …Omar Torrez a huge standout in the band with a flamenco guitar style along with Vincent on double sax, etc.”~ Rolling Stone

"’Hoist That Rag’… was the first show spot for new guitarist Omar Torrez. His off-beat solos and wildly unpredictable runs recalled old sideman Marc Ribot in the best way possible." ~ LA Times

“The magic in the evening didn’t solely belong to Waits himself … anchored by guitarist Omar Torrez and Vincent Henry ... Torrez and Henry made the second half of the show, including Real Gone standout ‘Hoist That Rag,’ filled with Spanish guitar licks and jazz movements.” ~ Muzzle of Bees (Jacksonville, FL)

"I'd like to take a moment to acknowledge his backup band… in particular, the guitarist and the reed man stole the show - Omar Torrez handles a guitar like he's just releasing sounds that really want to come out - sounds that have been around longer than you or me, and which will continue to reverberate until long after we're gone. When he plays he doesn't even look like he's trying - he looks humble, unassuming and serene. His fingers are a blur and at times his sound carries the entire ensemble - and yet he manages to blend into the background as he plays. Waits couldn't have picked a better guitarist to play with him." ~ Newsvine.com (Columbus, OH)

"Omar Torrez, the newest member of the band, seems to have learned every guitar part from every record, and then said quietly to himself, "Fuck you, Ribot, Verlaine and 

especially G.E. Smith. Here's how it really goes." And his acoustic guitar work on "All the World Is Green," as the red velvet backdrop changed to blue, was its own chromatic world of wonders." ~ The Pitch (Kansas City)
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“Omar Torrez’s lysergic Latin guitar fluttered like a Bossa Nova hummingbird, a neon Andres Segovia, runs punctuated with Bill Frissel sustains and Hendrix air-raid siren chords.” ~ Flagstaff Live

“The versatile Omar Torrez added Spanish-style guitar solos and Italian Mandolin runs, without stepping on Waits’ toes or overstaying his welcome.” ~ Dallas Observer.

“Omar Torrez was fantastic...  He isn’t afraid to play Ribot-style and the songs are much better because he can pull it off.  But he still adds his own touch and style to the overall sound.” ~ Tom Wais fan blog
“Omar Torrez had the unenviable task of performing in the shadow of Mr. Waits’ seemingly favorite guitarist in the studio, Marc Ribot.  Mr. Torrez did just fine, hinting at Mr. Ribot’s work but expressing his own, often-biting voice.” ~ Jim Fusilli, The Wall Street Journal, July 3, 2008

“Dare we dub him the Latin Hendrix?! Torrez, [a] guitar wizard … ranges from Flamenco mastery to hot rock. The fastest fingers in the West, a massive talent poised to break out and kiss the sky.” ~ Seattle Times

